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The DEDICATION. 
To the Parſons and Inhabitants of 
Martock, Long-Sutton, Kingobury &c. 


Gentlemen and Neighbours, 
OMP and LUXURY have ever 
P been fatal Enemies to true Religi- 
1 on, but more eſpecially the Chriſ- 
tian. When the Jews were in their moſt _ 
flourifhing State of worldly Grandeur, then 
the very Sinews of Religion ſhrunk among 


them, as is evident from the latter part of _ 


the Reign of King Solomen: and divers o- 
ther places mentioned in holy Writ. 
The Lamentable Annoyances, which 
happened to the Chriſtian Religion (in the 
Reign of Conſtantine the firſtChriſtian Em- 
perot) but in its infaney, by the alluring 
Entioemens of worldly honour and prefer- 
ments, were certainly the Forerunners of 
the dark Apoſtacy. The Miniſters of the 
_ Goſpel, which had been perſecuted from 
place to place havingi now receſs and eaſe 
became Court - Paraſites: they which had 
been Subjects of the Kingdom (and Ser- 
vants of the Church)of Chriſt, became Sub» 
;jects of another Kingdom, departing from 
. the Purity of the Goſpel both in Life and 


Doctrine. They which had: dealt in plain- 
neſs and lategrity without ceſpe& of _ | 
qr. | | Ions 


5 


es, and the latter partly by force, and part- 
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ſons became flatterers of their Superiors, 


and Lorders over their Inferiors, enſla- 


ving the former by their fawning Speech - 


— 


a manner) Maſters, not only of the Secrets 
but alſo of the Power of Princes; which in- 
deed they converted to very bad ende. 

By this time the greater part had loſt: 


all their Religion, and indeed moſt of their: 
. Morality, and fearing (doubtieſs) the peo-! 


ple would take umbrage at it, they forined: 


to themſelves certain Schemes of Hierar- 
chial Government, which they got paſs'd 


into Eſtabliſuments: and then theſe Pre la 


tical Princes play d the Devil upon two- 

Sticks. They pretended to preach the doc- 
trine of a Self denying Jeſus, and at the 
ſame time clench'd the nail to feed their 


own Bellies inſtead of the flock of God, and 


to engroſs to themſelves riches and. Gran- 
deur inſtead of reprehending pride & lux- 


ory. -+-- And now theſe Reverend Corpu- 


lencies having ſecur d to themſelves Farce, 
and Tythes and what not; begun to be 
ungovernable and unſatiable. Not content 
with a part they exert themſelves with all 
their power & policy to acquire the whole. 


And as à teward for their fooliſn Bigottr 
128 e 2 15 . 


they 
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The- DEDICATION. 
they excommunicate, dethrone, give bodies: 
to Ruffians, and the Souls to the Devil of 

their quondainStil'd worthy Patrons. They 

have long ſince left off to walk in Sindals 
from Town to Town and from City to 
City, they ſit at home, eat, drink and are 
merry; and to keep the Populace in aw, they 


4 — 


© hwe their Journeymen and Sub journey- 


men, which they teach them (as the firſt 
principles of Religion) to obey, reverence & 


adore, as is manifeſt from the Popiſi Cle 
gy and our Author's Pamphlet. And to 


blind the people in Ignorance and to keep 
them from a true Reformation they have 
certain political inventions, Which to make 
theanote awful, they tell them they (the 
Prieſts ) are the true Sueceſſors of the A- 
poſt les, from whom they have all along re- 
ceived theſe ceremonial Impoſitions medi- 
a ately; Hard to believe ! and tis hoped, how 
true ot hqw falſe a part of them are, the 
following Treatiſe will make appear. A- 
mong the many of tlie ſordid Inventions 
they have ſet up as the doctrine of the Gol-- 
pel, there ate two fatal ones, Confeſſion 
and Abſolution; the one to trepan People 
with, that afterwards the fear of a diſeo- 
very is a Buggbear on the one hand, and 
with their Bigots the fear of a denyal 


an 
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- 
* 
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The DEDICATION. 


hand; ſo that with theſe being chain'd up 


they cannot eaſily oppoſe their ſuperſtiti- 
3 * —— defigns. I need 
not tell you, Reverend Gentlemen, (whoſe 
Office as well as your Selves this malignant 
Writer hath {2 impos d upon) and Cour- 

. teous Neighbours (whoſe Conſciences and 


Religious liberties are ſo violently attack'd) 


_ . _ that if you confeſs your Sins to God; He 
is merciful and gracious to forgive you 
pour Sins, if you are truly penitent tho“ 


this Prieſt never aſſent to it. And if Chriſt 


Jeſus ſet you free then are you free indeed. 
I. ſay, if you have true faith in him and 
an Aſſurance of this freedom upon your 


and Curates in the World ean never bring 
you into Bondage, No, nor will all their 
pretended Power be able to retain your 
Sins or hinder yau; of a free paſſage to 


* 


Heaven. 


Ihis Parſon like ſome of his Predeceſ- 
ſors: aſpiring to Government, takes three: 


Greek words out of Heb. XIII. 17. (after 
he has cited the Engliſh Text), which are 
ass yoo ue, Page 15, which 1 
ſoppoſe he thinks make much for his pur- 
poſe; But for. my part I think the Log. 4 

%CCCͥͥͥͤ0ĩ — . a a 3p 


PR 
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blin on the other 
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The DEDICATION. „ 
Tranſlation ſeeins moſt likely for his tun. 
The word ze ſays he, is the ſame that 
is apply d to Chriſt our King, quot ing Mart. 
II. 6. e 8 dende) ye dg weit 
A ps, (the common Tranflation- has 
it) For out of thee ſball come'aGovernour + 
that ſhall. rule my People. But the Word 
iy: might as well have been tranſlated 
a Shepherd, as a Governour ; for it pro- 
perly fignifies a Leader, from % duc to. 
lead and mas paſcoto feed, from woipny _ 
paſtor 2 Shepherd, from the Original 4 
paſco to feed, and tho its granted, this is 
apply'd to Chriſt our King to whom all 
power is given, yet the Text here rightly 
tranſlated, Out of thee ſhall come a Lea- 
der (or Guide) that ſhall feed my Peo-- 
ple, is not ſpeaking of his Government as 
King, but of his leading out his People and 
feeding them as a Shepherd, cohering with 
_ what David ſays Pf. XXIII. r. My Shep- 
herd is the living Lord. V a. He maketh _ 
me to lie down in green Paſtures, be lend- 
eth me by the ſtil Waters. © 
nad g wneixers words ( ſays he) the 

moſt expreſſive of Obedience and Submif- 
| fron, But, by his leave, they are milder 
terms than he would make us believe they 
are. For o porſuadeor, obedio, credo, 
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to be perſwaded, to obey, to believe. may 
as well, be tran{lated the laſt (to believe) 
"AS being moſt agreeable to the nature of 
the Gofpel, which uſes no force or Vio- 
lence, &c y75xw '0hſecundo to ſtrike in with 
Counſel or Advice; and:what does all this 
relate to the Parſon, that the Apoſtle Paul 
writing tothe Hebrews. and knowing them 
to have good: Guides. and Patterns, adviſes 
them to believe them and ſtrike in with © 
their counſel, or if he inſiſt to obey and 
ſubmit themſelves to theſs Guides, it will 
not follow that we are under this obligati- 
on to him, who, 1 doubt, is not ſo approved. 
1 conclude, Neighbours, I think the 
5 Whole bent and aim of this Man's writing 
zs to make you (if poſſible) his Bigots and 
Aſſes, to load you with the Intolerable bur- 
den of Prieſteraft, and not to render you 
the more Chriſtian, and more Otthodox, 
That you may ſer the Hook under the 
dait, is the deſire of your Wellwiſher. 
To You Ca (of the Clergy) Vil. 
only add, that if an Anſwer, had not been 
expected: from ſome of Your Own Order | 
_ (apprehending you were, or ought to have 
been concern din obviating the Errors or 
Miſtakes of the ſaid Author) this might 
"rs We'd to the Publick the. ſooner. 
| — Ie 
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uE Pamphlet now befos: 
me, is divided into Six Part 
eg a Dedication, an In- 
troduction, and Four other 
Chapters. The Dedication is - 
to aha Pariſh of -------, why the Author 
„ its name is deſt known to him- 
ſelf: but tinding it is diligently handed a- 
morgſt the Neiehbouttwod: of Marroclk. 


10 
to find theſe Obſervations to the aforelid 
places: for them tc Conſider. 

In cheſe Obſervations: I propoſe to go 
Kegularly on, & take notice of each Chap - 
ter as in Courſe 1 come to them, ſo that! 
neceſſarily fall now on the Dedication, 
wherein l find the Author expreſſes agreat 7 
concern for the Salvation of Souls, and 
that many who are in the Doctrige and 
Fellowſhip: of the Church, ſhould be ſo-ig- 
norant of the firſt Principles. of. the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, and fo far from the Prac- 
tice of ĩt ---, and is Ready and deftrous to 
Contribute his beſt endeavours to Propo- 
gate Chriſtian. Knowledge, and Reſtore 

Chriſtian Practice. 
And in his Introduction, lays it down 

ava neceſſary Expedient of holy Livi 
to e Guide, (or in, her 
Worda, the Miniſtets of Chriſt) and under - 
talees to prove the Obligation Chriſtian⸗ 
are under to conſider their Paſtors under 
this Character, 15 to prove WhO is ca true 

Paſtor, which. I take to be the ſubſtance. 
of theſe tuo parts. And: had it been as. 
Eſfedtually done as promis d, I ſhould not 
have 3 Lou (Gent iemen) with thoſe 
Obſervations, nor A ONE > 


(n) 
I am too great a friend to Knowledge, than 
to obſtruct fo uſeful a Branch of it. and a 
Concern for the Salvation of Souls, 1 eſteem 
Laudable and Worthy a Chriſtian Paſtor. 


But when L perus'd the Book, and found 
the Author, biinging Mutual intercourſe, 
to Auricular Confeſſion, and Abſolution, 
as the confequence, and to probe the true 
Paſtor,b an uninterrupted Succeſſion, from 
the Apo . Ordination, and 
there confine it, and ffom thence aſſume, 
the title of true aud. Sole Paſtors of the 
Church, and rec june an A Enbrvledg ment, 
Obedience, ind Submiſſion, to them only as 
their Guides, Tconfider'd the Conſequence 
of ſuch. (and the like) Doctrines, how-much 
they AG winden ubrapte inſtead of 
_Knowlelge, and > Ri 1 hitead of Chr 
ben Liberty. ' Of we hade ſuffici 
ners in lome 
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- which is the Buſt 15: the the following 
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II begins Syllogiltically. thus 1 If it 
11 be. the duty of the Paſtor. pri- 
11 - vately to inſtruct nen it muſt. be - 
« qually. their duty to hearken t to; and be 
« *direfted by his private inſtrucklons = 
even as ĩts being his duty to preach the 
« word, makes it neceſſary for them to 
« hear &e, Thus he goes fire the fifth 
Page, by ali which 1 ſee plainly that 2 and 
3 make 3, parapl hrafing after the fame mag- . 
- ner, to Page 8, aſſuming in the con equence 
of his diſcourſe to the Parſon of every Pa- 
;riſh, the title of 18 zuide, Lizks ts 


then | de, but how 
-traly Imuſt leaye his Readers to Judge; for 
m not ſatisſied with 2 hs fo; becauſe 


*- many of this Order ſeem more 1gnorant 

than the reſt of their Neighbours,” in-mat- 
ters Spiritual, for all their 9 0 He 
.makes a compariſon. thus, Page 8 ap 


1 7 0 
e 


give their Advice 86 551 pinion 5 
E pray confider the force and 


4 =: 


this learned compariſon; where muſt it lie? 
in the appointment of the firſt freely to ad- 
viſe in the Caſe of their Health or Eſtates; 
without expectation of reward from che 
People fo adviſed? this is much contrary 
to the Parſon's practice for the moſt part; 
For it is. very remarkable if the Parſon 
will preach a funeral Sermon for any one 
of his own Pariſh without thie Sight of an 
Angel: Such mercenaries uſe not to open 
their Mouths for nothing, they are not 
wont to be ſo free. He adds Page 9 The 
wo: * advice of the Lawyer and the Titan 
may not be aſked; or when aſled, may 
'« nor be followed, without Sin: whereas, 
* Chriſtians ean neither neglect aſkirg: or 
pry * following the Advice of the Spiritual 
aide (meaning the Parſon) witkout Sin 
by and danger. Now; if he could once 
make us believe, that the Parſons are ſuch © 
[1 rare Creatures, that without their Aſiſtarice 
45 can never eſca Hell, nor reach Heaven, 
153 if we could once be brought to this 
Oele we ſhould he pretty Afles indeed. 
BY as Salvation comes not by the Parſon 
we will (b 105 y God's help) look for it elſe- 
. where”, „ and conſult the a on this 
reat and e Mining "whe tells 


g 810 


us ; 
8 E 


7 
ans 


Zy Grace wwe are ſaved, thro' faith, and 
that not of our ſelves, it is the gift of God: 
This we conclude with an old Poct, 
He that taker beed © 
What God doth teach. 
.' Need not take care 
bat Prieſt doth pravch. 
Page 10 he quotes ſundry Texts to prove 
the deference paid to theDiſciples, and A- 
poſtles of Chriſt, and adds thus; © Since it 
«* is the ſelf fame ſpirit that make the ſuc- 
« ceeding Miniſters, Overſeers of theFlock 
.&c,” he had forgot his. paſſage in Page 42, 
for there he ſends us elſewhere, to receive 
the power, and authority of Apoſtleſhip, 
it ſeems the Spirit has nothing to do with 
itz and all the pretenders to the Spirit in 
this matter (without Miracles) are impoſ- 
ters; but more of this in its place. he goes 
on to make the preſent Clergy of equal 
Authority, virtue, and eminence in Ser- 
vice to the Sons of men, as the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of our Saviour. And, when 
they by their good deeds, and holy living, 
_ © confirm it, we may look on them as ſuch; 
bbut till then we will ſuſpend our Judg- 
: ment, concluding from good grounds, that 
do great a part of the preſent Clergy 8 
„ 5 e neither 


[| rtr 


„ 
neither part nor lot in this. matter. (tho 
there are both good and pious men among 
them) being in the gall. of bitterneſs and 
bond of iniquity; having purchaſed what 
knowledge 22 have of theſe Affairs only 
with their money at a dear. rate. Nay, 
ſome of, them. have been at Oxford » 0. 
Cantrigge ,. (o purchaſe: the myſtery of 
Preaching, and come away without it; thio 
they. paid theit money far it, and good rea - 
ſon why, becauſe they could not learn it, 
thus; js their, Trade al of-a Piece. They- 
bought and paid for what they had not, 
and. they ſell and receive money for what 
they have not to deliver, viz; the Goſpel, 
1 mut confeſe, 1 have not ſeen a piece of 
ſa, plain Popery and Popiſh Doctrine for a 
long time, and what makes it the more 
wonderful to me; is beeauſe I preſume the 
Author a Proteſtant Divine of the Church 
of England as by Law eſtabliſhed. The au- 
thoxities intended to be proved by the Greek 
in Pagel 5, are noted in the Dedication, and 
that anattex explain d. I proceed io Page 16 
hus, Vet. ſtill farther. in the laſt place 
let theſe words of Saint James be ſeri - 
* oufly, conſider d, (in the margin) of 


* private, confeſſion, Confeſr your faults 


— 


0 * 


« one to another. James 5,16.“ Now if this 
Text muſt decide it, with all my Heart, let . 
go no farther : but leave both Dr. MJ 
and Ka and cleave unto the Text: 
=== Canfeſs your. Faults one to another is 
the Text: the Context V. 14, 15. Is any 
Sick among you let him call for the El. 
ders of the Church and let them pray over 
bim and the prayer of faith ſhall ſave the 
Sick, Tal the Lord ſball raiſe 24 up, and 
if be bave committed Sins they Na be 


forgiven bim. Here is not a word, (thus 


tar) of confeſſibn as neceſſary to an abſo- 


lution; but the forgiveneſs is here attribu- 


ted to the prayer of faith; but then it fol- 
lo vs V. 16 Confeſs your faults one to ano- 
ther,” and priiy one for another that you 
my he bealed. And for my part, if Mr. 
Parſon will ürſt begin to confeſs his Sins, 
to his Hearers, in order that we may pray 
for him, that he may be Flealed; then 
we may with more eaſe be brooght into 
the ſi ne practice. mark] After the Parſon 
is manners. But what need of this? his 
hearers know more of his Sins than he is | 


willing they ſhould. After his long quota- 


tion 257 the learned Dr. he adds Page 18 
— Suppoling this — 'was not 
according 


4 


* according, tothe. mind. of the Apoſtle, 
yt here is a plain command to confeſs 
our Sins not only unto God, but unto 
man alſoʒ and if it be our duty to con- 
«& feſs our faplts to our Brethren, it will 
not ſurely be denied, that it is at leaſt. 
6 . equally needful and convenient, to con- 
« fels our faults to thoſe, Spiritual guides, 
10 (meaning the Parſons” ) Here are in this 
quoration, Three things to be. conſidered. 

Firſt, He ſup . falle that we are, 
commanded. to Ds our. Sins to Man, 
the Text will not bear it, unleſs it be firlt.. 
made appear, that the faults here ſpoken 
of are Sins immediately. againſt God, and 
not rather, perſonial Affe which lern 
the moſt likely. 

Second, He. beg 98 the Duh to 7 
poſe it equal ly needful to confeſs-our faults, 
to the Parſon; unleſs by ſuch faults we 
have given him the moſt offence. | 

Third, The Command is, Confeſe your: 
Faults one. to another, i, e, if I have of- 
fended you, I ought: te confeſs my faults. 
to you, that you may forgive me, and if. 
you offend. me, you aught in like manner 
to confeſs to me, and upon it, L ought o 


iy, and be SE agreeable. with 
V 


3%. 14. 
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whit's our Saviour ſaid on the like becif. 

on, in anſwer to Perer's Queſtion, Hor 
ten ſhall my Brother offend and I for- 
give him? Matt.xviit. 21, 22. After ſundry 
Texts quoted, He thus adds; The Church 
of Rome doth indeed ground the neceſ- 
« fity of Auricular Confeſſion upon theſe 
Texts of Scripture, and accordingly de- 
© rermines, that it is neceſſary for every 
1 « Chriſtian, to confeſs his Secret Sins, 
with their aggravations, unto a Prieſt, 

, e pain of forfeiting the forgiveneſs 
* chen. 1 hope the falſe determinati- 
on of the Church of Rome, on the miſun- 
della of this Text, or any other, 
is not'a foBienr Warrant for us to dance 
after them. He adds in the ſame Page 19 
er The Church of England hath not ſo de- 
«© termined, yet bach ſne no where. ex- 
preſsty eandemged this Doctrine, As to 
what the Church: of England hath done 
in condemning this Doctrine, Iwill not un · 
.dertake to determine; But having read the 
controverfy between the Church of Rome” 
(writ by Mr. Harding on the Romi 
part) and the Church of England writ By 
"Biſhop Fewel on the other ſide, to this 4 


p refer” my Readers, for the fence of tfle 
Gayreh | 


— 


0 
4 ing, al he could beſt "Is to ſay, his 


4 Jieve. yOu; you ſhould 
« tain of. the 1 F (Wh (one at leaf) 
« if A hag cquld have, faund fo, many, that 


=. 


23 


| Church of Feeland i in this particular, ſes 
Jewels Works Part 1½ Page 153. © All 


1 


this great ſhew of or Fathers 
* and Docters Mr, Harding diſchargeth 
- eaſily jth one word, for not withſtand- 


Conclufign at laſt is this. The expreſs 

terms of Secret Auricular confelhon i 

Ry erg mentioned in the Antient Fa- 

105 ares (then adds the Biſhop) Seldom he | 
ith zs if it Were ſometimes us'd alth 1 

but ſeldem, but if he had left out ſe 

« 4 505 and ſaid never, i tiow his Tale 


| « «had, Mer the truer. Again Page 159, 


4 160. L. alt: of alt Your grant the terms of 

« Yin Pt and. Secret confeſſion! ars ſel- 
bf dom mentioned in the Antient Fathers, 
(then adds the Biſhop)Here wanteth Mr 
Hiding. on ſome part of your Simplicity, 

« * you would have your Reader to be- 
! have alledged cer- 


at any time uſed the expreſs ts of 


« Secret Abriculat Confeſſio! jon, other ile j It 


„ had been the better and plainer way, 

„ to have confeſſed exprefsly, that. the tid 

2820s terms are FART uſed in al Ae 
2. *0 
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4 of all the antient Fathers. Howbeit if 
** 4uricular or fecret Confeſſion had then 
« been. in uſe, it could never ſo long have 
„ eck d a Name. G Again Page ibid, he 
* quotes St Auguſiine thus; ) our Lord 
© (fays he) hath granted the office of Bap- 
* tiſm unto many, but the Power and Au- 


1 4 


= © thority in Baptiſm to forgive Sins, he 
* hath reſerved only to himſelf,” Where 
is now your power of abſolutionꝰ If this 
| be true you have none at all. What a vaſt 
b difference there. is between this good old 

| Biſhop's Doctrine, and Spirit, in defence 
of the Church of England, and the re- 
formation againſt Rome and her adherents, 
3% | and the Author of this Pamphlet? who 
= ſeems to labour to bring us back to Rome a- 
| gain, But to return, Page 19 © The Church 
38 of England hath, (ſays he,) no where 

. © exprelsly condemn'd this Doctrine“ Let 
ous. hear the ſaid Biſhop, Page 12, © But 
Mr. Harding here by theſe words [pre- 

-* pare and diſpoſe] meaneth privy con- 
.* fefſion, which many have uſed as a Rack 
of men's conſciences to the maintain- 
1 + *.ance of their tyranny. -----, fo violent 
1 Atze late writers have been in exacting 

I things of their own divices,” thus far the 
? e Biſhop 


| . 
„ 1 

Biſhop, who was the Champion in our 
cauſe, and his works approved to that De- 
gree, that they are chain'd in ſome of our 


_ Pariſh Churches by order of our Superi- 


ors, [ take his condemning auricular con- 


feſſton, (as its being Spurious, and an in- 


* 


Bernard as quoted by the Biſhop Page 1 
= May pray and complain ( againſt tie 


vention of Prieſts to enflave the People, and 
rack theirConſciences for the Maintainance 


of their I yranny. I ſay, I take his condem- 


nation) to be th⸗Churchꝭs, until the Church 
by ſome publick declaration, ſhall make 
it appear to the contrary. But we with St. 

35 


* impious Doctrine of our Author) O Lord 
&* wickedneſs Bath proceeded from the el. 


der Fudges, thy Vicars, which ſeem to 


* rule thy People, We cannot ſay, as the 
& People is, ſo is The Prien; for the ver 
People are not ſo wicked at the Prieſt. 


Ndt any thing more in this, worthy of 


notice. I proceed to his Second Chapter. 


Conſiderations on the Second Chapter. 


IE labours to perſwade his Reader to 


apply to the Parſon of the Pariſh, 
calling him the Spiritual Guide, and ſtart- 
. ö ing 


24 
- 


( 22 ) 
ing his many objeRions to anſwer, iu or- 
2 to make it eh Such objections and 
ſuch anſwers are not worth Noting, but 
for the ſake of my Readers; He quotes 
divers Texts, applying them to the Par- 
ſon; ſee his words Page 25, lt may be 
thou art aſhamed to acknowledge thy 
5. faults,'or lay open thy caſe unto thy 
“Spiritual Paſtor, or afraid that this will 
# expoſe thee too mueh to him, and leſſen 
*/his opinion of thee: &.“ Good reaſon 
why 1 ſhould be afraid of this piece of 
Prieſtcraft , which is more ſuitable for 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy, than the free 
People of England, where we are bleſt with 
the Bible in our Mother tongue, and our 
People generally by God's Bleſſing ſee fur- | 
ther than this Popiſh Doctrine, which can 
ſerve ta no ather end (as ſaith the Biſhop) 
« Than to rack our Canſciences by the les- 


ting in of Prieſtiy Hranny, But to inforge 


this practice he makes this Compariſon ; 
«© Art thou aſhamed to diſcover the No 5 
* ſecret and ſhameful Diſeaſes? when thou = 

« afkeſt the advice of thy Phyſician con- 
*cerning the Cure ef them? 1 can ſee 
no parity in this to his Spiritual Guidg 
unleſs he ſuppoſes the Parſon (as the 5555 


* 


iciat) em peleribe (for the Siniver) gen 
means natural ta take away the radical 
Cauſe of Sinning: And can there be a rea- 
dier way than ro reduce the” Layity to 

Poverty and Slavery? which is what this 
Doctrine tends to. He adds, Does any 
one fue thee at Law, and endeavour to 
© rake away thy Right? Poſt not thou 
_ © prefently lay open thy Caſe to. fome 
* ſlifful Lawyer ? of Doſt thou keep any 

« thing. back fron Nun, that igay in che 
keaft concern thee,” Neither is chere a- 
_ ty parity in this to the Parſon! for he is 

not half fo ferviceable in Spirituals as the 
Lawyer is itt Temporzis. If he was as fer- 


Lawyer in faving my Eſtate, I hould. ſer 
a greiter value upon him; tho" as it is, 1 
_ effeery Him as mach or mote chan he de- 
ſerves. He adds, Why then art not thou, 
« 'equaily, open and free.in diſcovering the 
© Ihgden' Vices of thy Sdul to” him ? 
© whom thou' conſults concerning theSal- 
_« vation of ik? If the Parſon. with his. 
Divinity could be ſo efficauious to the fay- 
ing of my Soul as the Lawyer & Pfyfician 
are in preſerving my Health and Eſtate, 
te was fone R50n for wist z lee 


* 


 viteable" in te ſaving of my Soul, as the 


— 
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ſaid. Altho' 1 allow, if any one, either by. 
the preaching of the Word, or conviction. 
of Conſcience, ſhould B ſo prickt to the 
heart, (under a ſence of their Sins) as to 
cry out; What ſbal I do to be ſaved Un- 
der this condition, a Spiritual Man may be 
helpful; and if our Parſon be ſuch an one, 
he may adminiſter good by his counſel ;- 
but if he is not, he will add affliction, is 
- the afflicted; for it is not fimply, an ha- 
bit, and literature that make a_man Spi- 
; ritual; But he that is Born of the Spirit is 
Spiritual, And ſuch have crucified the fleſh 
with the affectiont and luſts, as ſaid the a- 
poſtle, Tou are not inthe fleſh, but in the 

Spirit, .. If the Spirit of God dwell in 
you , for he that bath not. gry Spiri of 
1 is none 'of bit. I fay, ſuch a Spiritu- 
al Man as this, (to a. Soul thus prickt 
to the Heart, and crying out in bitterneſa, 
What ſhall 1 do 7 be ſaved? an admini- 
ſter help, . by declaring what God hath. 
done for his Soul. This indeed may be of 
infinitely more moment to ſuch a Perſon. 
than anything that concerns eitherBody or 
Eſtate: Such a ae Man will ie 


* John i iii, 6, .. Gal. v. 24s Bom vi. 9, 
+ Ac T3 * 5 


4 
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4 © confeſs thy Sins to God (and not to thy 
Ghoftly Father, (the Parſon) who is able 
to forgive and ll ſave thy Soul by his Grace 
thro' faith in bis Son, 5 as Salvnti- 
4 tome s. "IT: #F + | . 

I never yet . that Carat 
or his F amily confeſſed their Sins to Peter, 
or that Peter ever defir'd ſuch a Practice 
from them, and when at Peter's preaching, 

the Jews were prickt ta the heart, crying 
out, What-ſhall we do &c. Peter did not ſay 
you muſt all confeſs your Sins to me, and 
then 1 will tell yeu what ſhall be done, 
but how can I adviſe you, unleſs I know 

what Sins you have been guilty of? They 
might very aptly have retorted, indeed 
Peter, if theu canſt not adviſe us to be good 
until thou knoweſt bow. wicked we | 465 
been we ſhall not trouble thee for time to 
eome; but Peter was ſo far from this, that 
when they er yed out &. he directly told. 
them * ro eben, and he Haptiæ d, with 
out more ado; this (as e 1940 is the Coun- 
fel he gave them i in this ſtrait of doubting, 

He adds Page 26 The more open and 
2 eien thou art n me the more 


* 
„ 13 1 1801 | 


2 2h." 
I Eph. . a 6. As i 57 it HO. 


— 
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he will en thy fincerity fein ler 
no reaſon for the 8 to be more 
ready in confeſſing his Sins to the Parſon, 

than the Parſon ſtvuld be co hinPariſhioner 


and if the Parſon will begin the exam 
we may, perhaps, be provoked te follo 
it, and this will anſwer the Text, Seel 
your Faults one to another and God ig 
faithful and juſt &c. Jam. v. 16, It is not 
Confeſs your faults td the Parſon of the 
. Pariſh, there was no ſuch Order of Men 
at that time; but as I have already noted, 
155 afraid Mr. Parſon will not Lead the 


way in confeſſing his Sins to his hearers z 


who: too often xnow more - than the 
would have them. But it ſeems without this 
openneſs and Ingenuity in confeſſion there 
ean be no abſolutionz ſo his power te .4<- 
ſolve Sin lies in the Lnowleds 1 
D e ee een | 
_ *Aiſcover thy faults or failings unto o- 
. thhers“ And, I ean ſee no reaſon why 
we ſhould not, for this Parſon in his Cups 
| hight be like enough to divert his compa- 
ny wird ſuch fosliſh Stor ies: Nor — 
| duch cannot keep the faults of ther Be- 
thren Secret; how then ſhall they thoſe of 
their Hearersꝰ dat her rd * oY 


NT 
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ppoſed fear, che adviſeth Page 27: «That 
1 Let may'ſt- thou without diſcovering 
thy ſelf aſk. advice as it were, for a third 


5 bo e Peron. . 1 doubt the Parſon weuld not 


de content with ſuch 2 diſtant Confeſſion, 
but if he ſhovld, it will avaib nothing to: 
5 25 an abſolution, as it ſeems, — Pag 
7 But ſtill chou mayſt urge bene 
0 "Why fhould I confeſs my, Sins ubto 
9 Nan 5. He anſwers, this Qbje&ioh ; 
That tho k ey net be neceſſar y, inp 
order to obtain forgiveneſs of Sins, yet 
joyned with the other Ads of repentance, 
6 it may make it more efficacious for the 
obtaining ef it. And then he unlueks- 
brings in that paſſage, in the Caſe. of 
Ac han, whg did confeſs at the requeſt of 
fo oſbua but what forgiveneſs: obtain he 
by ſo doing? None; He und fon d ta 
Dent, and not on be, bits bis. Fami 
: likewiſe, far the 0 of Achan wes 4 L. 
Fal one, and the Severity. attending. bis 
_ confeſſion was oe ef te deterr others 
from the like! evil, And as in this Page, 
he allows, It may not be: ſafe or. prudent: 
to make.confeſſion of ſome: Sing to any 
4 perſon in the world*--- their nature be- 
25 ing ſuch * e it &., * 145 


; Ta haps 
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hie Prayers with matter agreeeable to thy 
Wants; for he is willing firſt to know what 
Evils chou haſt committed, that he may 


„ G 


Habs, minded the Proverb confeſs 204 be 
Hang' d: If no Perſon in the World is to 
-bs truſted, the Parſon of the Pariſh is ex- 
cluded by conlequence; 1 therefore aaviſe 
my teader to confeſs his Sins to God, an 
2 thereof, and he that ſets in ſecre 
ill reward his Soul with both peace and 
Forgiveneſs. In Page 28,“ he makes con- 
teſſion neceſſary to obtain forgiveneſs of 
& © Sins, and that the righteous man may 

© 'the"betrer ſuit his Prayers to thy con- 
% dition and more effectually ſend them 

up to Heaven for thy pardon,” I have 
hitherto thought according to theScripture, 
that the Spirit of God is ſufficient to ena- 
ble us to pray effectually; and ſupply us 


with matter both pertinent and ble 


but the Parſon by this argument has no 
dependance on it to aſſiſt him in ſuſting 


act accordingly in his Devotion for thee. 
He anſwers an Objectton in Page 38, witty. 
à compariſon; of the Chirurgion: ſearchir 


the wound. This compariſon is” agrecable | 
enaugh as it is apply d to that word, hit 


mh 


* ** and Lars and a a | 


— 


3 « 296 00 
ner of the thoughts and Intents of cheHaany 


_ Bit as he applies it to the Parſon of *the 
— it is weak and ridiculous. Page 29, 
jects again, * What oocaſion' of 'con: 
« ile . ; Spiritual Guide in private, 
en there is {6 mu 1 Preach- 
ing . He anſwers, That püblick 
6 Preaching. will not reach the — and 
&© ſerve the neceſſities of all private Chri(- 
15 tians, has already been obſerved Ke, 
It is very obſervable, that ſome prin 
is ſo far from ſervitg the necellity of a 
private Chriſtians, that it will ſerve 3 
at all, being words without underſtanding, 
Dirkens Counſel, and involves the hear - 
ers in Ignorance, worſe than if they had 
none. How then can ſuch Preachers * 4 
ble to reſolve doubts to an enquiring Chriſ- 
tilapꝰ for no man can inform another what 
le underſtands not himſelf. And whoſoe- 
ver depends on ſuch Guides, will (indeed 
be toſt with every wind of Doctrine and 
at laſt fall with them into the Ditch. 1 
| know not what Text he will have to fa- 
r this notion, of private luſttuction from 
private Confeſſion. Unleſs what our Savi-* 
fays Matt: v. 23, 24; 1 apply'd” 
his W REY be n g 


jet, for it is ven 
i Ai e if oY 14 6 in the 1950 


12 A 


the Objector s . 
M7 having no <q 5 A dee The. 
anſwer is very pertinent for the Parſon to 
make as to his 1 27 „ b aw, 


andincrear', with, Goods, ”(fays e 

Hould the Parſon want when he oſten "et 
2 tenth part! of the e ople's' 8 on 
ſides the tenth. part of the . the Pa- 
rich? But as to his ſpiritual treaſure 1 ſhalb 


ann Reed n He 


a. long 1e 


the — of another of the Alike. 9 
pation; The objection and anſwer being: 
long, ! leave to my Readers from Page 32 to. 
39, with only this remark, that helabours; 
ll no maße it a part of a Duty, and the 
greateſt part top, to conſult our Spiritual 
Guide, the Parſon, as if he had all the. 
knowledge and wiſdony and at his mouth, 
wg muſt ſcek. it. in ne lag fox publick 9 


E WII 
n 


1 * * ” 
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% Hor many of them Kis hearers) affer; 


many years going to Church and hears 
"Te „ing of Sermons have no more under- 
**. {tanding in the very Principles of theit 
Religion, than they had whenghry were 
Mi Children. ++»+ Page 38, What then 16 

the xeaſon of it, for my part can 
u giye no other than this, that either they 
are gtoſaly ignorant, and little hetzen 


„ Infidels under the name of Ohriſtiage, 
lan give hin: a Truer Reaſon for the 
Ignorance of his -Heazers, than what hg 
has here render'd, which is this: Thoſe 
tha Tresch! far Dodrine the AInveutions 
of ſuperſtitious Men, inſtead of the Prac- 
* tical Doctrine of our LORD ; am 
People, rather than Edify their | 
ſtandlings in tlie Principles of 117 55 
ani la hort Na to eee 16 
tou direct his heaers, aud perſwade t 
ta conſult the Spiritual Gvide mentioned, 
Tit. ii. I. Inſtead af [teaching them ſo 
much to Idolize himſelf. Bat this perhaps 


eonſiſis mot: with this intsreſt; F greif them, 


_ evaeegird this teaching. heed. to 
fckllam dit the on eta e e 
1 9 AY go 


* 


"bi » Mig * ; 
to ** with Wei chen enen Idsubt 
not, but they would be more profirable in 
the Field than they are in the Palpit; for 5 
(if what he ſays | be true) they do no good 
there, Page 38, Their hearets are ill 
5 ignorant, and little. better that 
ud „Bete in underftanding.” If this be fo, 
it is very lamentable; if not, the Parſon 
_ miſtikes, which 1 rather: hope, believing. 
_ that many of his Hearers know more of Re- 
ligion and Chriſtiatiity than he is aware 
dot, altho' he thus reviles them. I "po 


do his Third Chapter. 31 we 
8 Di. 1 2. 2 11 — n + 5 5 3 5 N Fe: 41 . 
— ation "oo ae . chan pa * 
— BET 7k 10 5 25 „ £4 } 3D 


I Ving noted ſeveral frivolousobj edth- * , 
ons in the laſt Chapter that bs 
nt Worth obſervation; bat for the ſake 
fk my Readers, the ſame neceflity is like- | 
_ In this, which is to mark out his 
ritual Guide; (which as before is the Far- | 
ſon ;) but lei you ſhould miſtake him by 
| reaſon of his oi conduct and converſati- 
on to be ſuch an one, he in this Chapter is 
directly pointed at, «And if the Parion be * 
1 a grofsly ignorant or notorioully 
7. 5 which $00 9 9 | 


8 0 8 
caſe then we muſt ſeck ſor a better, but 
not publickly divide from him, tho the 
Apoſtle ſays, From ſuch withdraw thy. 
ſelf: And 1 take this to be dividing, -- He 
begins thus? And now at laſt I hope I may 


fuppoſe thee fully convinced of the great 


* neceſlity of making uſe. of à Spiritual 
„Guide, l have ever ſince I knew the 
Grace of God been convinced of the be- 
nefit of taking heed thereto for my Sp piri- 
rual Guide; but I profeſs by all that our 
Author hath faid 2 81. it to the Par- 
ſon under this title, I am as far from being 


convinced that he is fo, as ever I was, and 
J hope in his next, he will make this mat- 


ter out more plain, for the benefit of his 


Pariſhioners; He adds, Among ſo many 
+ different pretenders to the Miniſtry how + 


* fhall I find out, which indeed are the 


„ Miniſters of Chriſt.” Page 40, Now look 


about you Preſbyterians,Independants, Bap- 


tiſts, and all you who have not your Or- 
dination thre” the Biſhop's: ſides, and 7. 


ſtick not to ſay you are as good Miniſters, 
as they that have (and permit me to ſay, 
en W ſome of a, much better 
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- 4 - A 
F 


# * 8 « ” 
8 9 \ thy 
-- - 2 TEE * 
* 


125 ** 1 
oy. = 


$.+ 5 


7 N 0 
than our Author) © But now yu are try'd, 
and althoꝰ you ſay you are Miniſters you 
are not,” he has found you in a lie, tho 
you may have Sheep's Coats on your backs, 
in your hearts you are Wolves, pray why 
muſt it be ſo? becauſe for your ſubſiſtancec 
(or Wages) for the work of the Miniſtry, 
you are contented with what the People 
which hear you will freely give, and com- 
pel none that are unwilling, nor ſo much 
as expect any from thoſe which hear 
you not; Oh! happy had it been for the 
Church, if never any other proviſion had 
been made for her Miniſters; but what Had 
riſen from the good will of the People. The 
maoſt likely way to have their wages qua- 
drate with their deſerts, and this dependance 
on the People's good will would have been 
a ſtrong fortreſs againſt the intemperate, 
and looſe lives of the Clergy, who now 
ſome of them, take little care of their Du- 
ty, living in Luxury and Pleaſure, neglect 
their Paſtoral care, knowing that the Peo- 
ple by law are bound to pay them their 
- Wages, whether they Work er Play 
. Nay ſome of them having large Incomes, 
that can afford it, are ſo Lazy, that for a 
ſmall Sum will put off their People With 


(en. * EE, 
in illiterate i ignorant Curate, to read Pray-- 
ers and Homilies once a week; thus their 2 
drudgery is done at a low rate; while they- 
ſuck the profit and do nothing for, it; No. 
wonder their People are, ignorant and hit- 
tle better than Infidels, ſo they i may remain 
for their Teachers, if they can have the 
Fleece, the Flock may Stare. But to re- 
turn to the Diſſenters: Lou have not ther 
Law to; favour. you as theſe have; if you- 
had, how you would then act Icannot de- 
termine; but theſe Lambs ¶ forfooth ] do- 
not only fleece their own flocks but others? 
alſo, If they cannot haye it by conſent, they 
will force it from you, and as the Prophet. | 
Haſea complain d of the Prieſts in that time 
it is even ſo now with too many of ours, 
| 22 ſorrow be it ſpoke n,) Page 41 it 
_ *. is to them only that derive their Autho- 
_ ©. rity from him (Chriſt) thro” the hands 
4 of the Apoſtles, &c.,” I want to know 
1 where we mult find. ſuch a'ſct of men; and 
in what Society they are; and how and in 
what manner they convey. this Authority; 

one to another, I hope in his next this 
will be better made out; but he ſuppoſes the 
thing done to my hands in the following 


1 * 15 . one (ſays he) might of 
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* himſelf judge what is right, if he 
* would conſider the following particulars 
“and the Texts annexed to them,” | have 
conſulted all the Texts under the letter (a) 
and admire at his weakneſs, to apply them 
to prove three diſtipct orders one above a- 
nather, Biſhops the higheſt, which he calls 
a kind of Prelacy, of which more anon, 
Page 42 * That they that pretend to an 
immediate call --- ought as the Apoſtles 
did to prove the truth of their miſſion 
„ by working of Miracles; till which time 
no regard, is due to their pretences. 
Now for the Quakers, I call to you for 
an anſwer to this mighty Period; for 1 
know no Miniſters that pretend to an im- 
mediate Call but yours. And now you are 
call'd to prove the truth of your Miſſion 
by working of Miracles. I hope I need not 
tell you, that if Miracles be a neceſſary ad- 
ke, 1 to prove your immediate call; it muſt 
y the ſame rule of Argument, be as need- 
ful to prove a mediate call, for (ſays he) 
* the only regular way of having this ho- 
c nour is the deriving of it mediately thro/ 
c the hands of others from Chriſt him- 
* felf.” Now argumentum ad bominem, 
they that pretend to derive this honour 


#0 aac) 
mediately thro the hands of others' from” 
Chriſt himſelf --- * ought as the Apoſtles: 


did to prove the truth of their miſſion 


Aby working of Miracles till which time 
© no regard is due to their pretences, He 
may here object, they have ſomething to 
ſhow as a Licence, or Diploma from the Bi- 
ſhop, that they are permitted to Preach, 
and you Quakers have no ſuch thing, what 
then? if Miracles be neceſſary to prove 


your Authority, it muſt be equally necef- _ 


ſary to prove theirs; for Iwill believe none 
of his Romith Succeſſion, nor that any of 
their Biſhops has ſuch a power to licence 
or ordain Miniſters from their Predeceſ- 
ſars, until by working of Miracles they 
make it appear to be ſo, as ſays the Pro- 


verb, what is ſance for the Gooſe is "fauce 


for the Gander. --- '* That therefore in 
* the beginning ofthe Church there was 
not a parity but inequality or Prelacy 
in the Church.“ If he means by Prelacy 
a Lordſhip over one another, as the Biſhops 
have over the inferiour Clergy; he hits the 
matter to ſome purpoſe; for our Saviour 
has told his Diſciples, That the Princes of 
the Gentiles excerciſe Lordſhip over ane 
andther, - but ir. ſhall not be ſo among 


3 
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you: By this you may ſee, our Author is: 


right or wrong, judge you whether. But 
this is only to pav 
ed proof; that none but Biſhops have the 


e his way to the pretend- 


power at Ordination in their: hands, and” 
to ſpeak lronically he has done it to ſome 
3 = but as this argument ſeems to be 

eveFd at the Diſſenters, to make all their 


Preachers and Preaching ineonſiſtent with 


the Goſpel and the practice of the Primi- 
tive Churchʒ 1 9 x it to them to anſwer, 
as moſt properly their province; only 1 
begg lea ve to add this Caution, Not to eall 

in that antiquated Argument of Uninter- 

rupted Succeſſion, Fn. this muſt unavoida- 

bly drive them to Rome for Orders, and 
ifcit be true, as all Proteſtants agree, that 
the Church of Rome is Antichriſt, and the 
Whore ſpoken of in the Apocalyp ſe, this 


muſt conſequently conelude . Church 
dead to a true Miniſtry her ſelf, and that 
ſhe is ſo, the Perſecutions, our firſt Refor- 


mers unde rwentido ſufficiently evince. How 


then is it poſſible for that Church to con- 


vey to others what ſne has not her ſelf? 
And to aſſert that this Succeſſion came thro? 


her and without interruption too; (thats 
"op TO muſt be little — with the 


e 


ap 


hiftory of the Popes and Antipopes often 
two at a time, both pretending to the ſame 
headſhip in the ſame Church, O Monfirum 


borrendum | This Argument is a ridicu- 


lous Whim, invented to amuſe the Sim- 
ple and Unlearned, for if this Church as 

above be dead to Chriſt, ſne muſt be like- 
wiſe dead to his Miniſtry; for the Church 


of Chriſt is not ſuch a Medly as theſe Men 


would make of it; this being the true ſtate 
of the caſe, no Grdination by Succeſſion 
can come thro* that Church; for Example; 
if a man hold an Eſtate for Life, if that 
Eſtate be not renewed before the Death of 
him, in whoſe right it is, he cannot by any 


Ordination, Appointment or Will give it a. 


4 wayz but it muſt, and will, for all that has 


been done by the laſt Poſſeſſor, come to 
the Lord of the Fee. This the Inhabitants 
of the Pariſhes: of Long Sutton, Martoth 


Sc parts adjacent no to be true in it ſelf; 
but what parity in this to our Caſe; may 
you af? Thus it appears, allowing that in 
time paſt the Chureh of Rome was a true 


und living Church, endow'd with a Goſ- 


pel Miniſtry, under this happy State, ſhe 
true ſetice of the Qualifications of ow 
3x54 Ei | 19 755 . | no 
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who were called, to the Miniſtry) ſuch to 
the proper ſervices in the Miniſtry; having 


the Authority of Chriſt in what ſhe did, 


but when by Apoſtacy ſhe loſt that Life 


and Miniſtry, ſhe —— Dead to Chriſt 


& the Authority, of approving & appoint- 
ing Miniſters return d to him that gave it? 
From which it is plain the Church of Rome 


hath. loſt her power and right of Ordina- 


tion long ago; but then it may be urged, 
ſhe had not loſt this power when our Pre- 
lates and Miniſters received it from her. 
Anſwer, ſhe! muſt have then loſt it; and the 


loſs ſhe was in, was the Cauſe why oyr firſt 


granted, which I think ee deny'd, 
-then our firſt Reformers from 


er which that Church had not, as Bp. 7ew- 

zel apily obſerves. in his Anſwer; to Mr. 
Harding : See his Works. Part 6, in his De- 
Pa, of the Apology for the Church, and 
Page 634, © For that you tell us ſo many 
4 fair tales of Peter t Succeſſion, we de- 


mand of you wherein the Pope ſucceed- 


* eth Peter? You: Anſwer, he ſuccedeth 
him in his Chair, | as... if. Peter had 
. Im a in Rome, 8 


* 


Reformers ſeparated from her. If his be 


one as An- 
tichriſt, could not bring from thence 3 | 


Ju 


1 (4 
* had fate/folemnly all-day with his tri- 
1 ple Crown in his Pontificalibus, and in a 
* Chair of Gold, and thus having loſt 
both Religion and Doctrine ye think it 
"4 « ſufficient. at leaſt, to hold by the Chair, 
* as if a Soldier had loſt his Sword would 
<< play the man with the Scabbard. But 
20 Catapbar ſucceeded Aaron: S wick-; 
ed Manaſſes ſucceeded David; fo, may 
« Antichriſt eaſily ſit in Peters Chair. 
. „ Fage 121 Part 2d. Thus Mir Harding. 
| * ou ſee neither had gore Phariſees due; 
© ſucceſſion; and continuance from Maes! 
no more than the Pope hath from St.) 
* Peter; nor did they univerſally in all, 
* points teach the true meaning of. Ma- 
<«. fes:s Law; / nor did Chriſt: will the.Peas; 
© ple: univerſally: and abſolutely to obey. 
64 them, ſo much this Place maketh for 
. your Succeſſion.” With much more, ve-» 
ry pertinent tothe ſame purpoſe (to Win 
Urefer my Readers for Satisfaction) { 
ciently ſetting aſide this uninterrupted Nr 
ceſſion, and beſides we-haye the ſence of 
Arch-Biſhop Cranmer, who own'd Ordi- 
nation to be no more than a Civil y 
pointment to an Eccleſiaſtical Office, from 
| VIS” cis TRE 3 5 mene . | 
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on can be no more than an Invention of 
Popiſh Prieſts to acquire to themſelves 
Honour and Riches, rather than to main- 
tain the truth of the Goſpel. I therefore re- 
queſt the Diſſenting Brethren to leave this 
Shift of Succeſſion for them that' want it. 
You have no need to go to Nome for Or- 
ders, I can ſhow you a ſhorter and a cleaner 
way; (when time ſerves) for all Proteſ- 
tants geing thither for ſucceſſion muſt una- 
voidably: ; br, themſelves in for à part of 
the Oxium:of being Succeflors to her ido- 
latry and Superſtitions. Having given this 
(as L apprehend) ſeaſonable caution, I leave 
What may be further ſaid, to the diſſenting. 
. Brethren, faſpending'my-own" thoughts for 
'the preſent. return to our Author, Page 
47, lt appears then that the Curate pf 
thy Pariſh Who derives his Authority 
hy an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the 
We 14575 of the Apoſtles where thou Te: 
is regularly thy p 3 Spiritual Guide 
1 once the Laity would implicitly believe 
them in this Cwhich is already refured) the 
Parſons would be brave fellows :; But for 
my * F believe: it not, he that ban, let 


O noi ns 97 595 Niclog 
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a. 4 f | . him. { 3 


| 1 5 
him. Page 48, He excuſeß the lewd and 
wicked Prieſts, thus; That their works 
are not to be imitated; yet whatſoeyer 
5 they bid thee do, agreeable to the Gol- 
© pel of Chriſt, that we are te follow. 


he followed Chriſt, and ſuffer mei ts add, 
Where any Migiſter or pretended- Mini? 
ſter leaves following of Chriſt; let us leave 
following .of him, 1 what 
is faid here to the contrary. Page 39 he 
adds; They are (I think) mote at Li- 
VB berty, if they are ſo unhappy 


c ther is notoriouſly: wicked: or grofsly-lg- 
« norant &. I think ſo too, that they 
are not only at Liberty but it is their du- 


in ally en performians . 


Fn Gor. iv. 4.16, xi. 1 i. 1. 


This is eonttary to the Apbſtle who advi· 
ſes his hearers to be followers of him as 


as to live 
«© in a | Pariſh, bei which the Miniſter ei! 


ty from ſuch an one to turn away and with- 
draw themſelves not partaking with him 


nd : * 
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«ok 


fore ſhouldeſt thou hold: faſt that which 


0 


ny 


is evil, without enquiring and Paying 
; « 
Proteſtant and good Reformation Princi- ; 
ples, by which I may, as ſoon as I find ei- 
ther the Parſon or his Doctrine evil, take 
my leave of both, and bid him farewel: FH 
to this! can ſubſcribe "_ both hands. 
| 15 85 I What 


. 


whether. it be ſo or no. This is like 


| ©. $2424. 
. T% * * 2 . : * 7 # 
15 "* _ - | 


"His clomid 100g | Quotations, but 5 
I chat little of hs own looks more 
like 2 Proteſtant in ſome parts than the 
reſt of his work. Here he tells us, We 
e muſt try all things, even that Which is 
good before we hold it faſt,” (which is 
fo far well) “ for it is required => togive 
. . * an Account of the reaſon of the faith 
that is in thee with meekneſs and fear, 
and how canſt thou do this, if thou doit 
| „ not take. pains to be rightly informed 
Kc.“ I pray why can't I take pains to 
be tightly informed without Conſulting 
the Parſon, who often knows as little of 
the matter, as ſome of his Neighbours for 
all his Ordination. He adds, That thou 
prove all things before thou hold faſt . 
even that which is good much leſs there | 
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ft 


e 
| WhatPity theſePrinciples ſhould'be blend- 


ed with ſuch Per Paultry, as up 
e ae Chapters are ſtuff d With. 


He now makes a long Quotation for 3 | 


| "Pan together; from one of the like Occu- 


pation: which contains an Harangue full of 


nothing but courting the People to admire _ 
and adore the Parſons; not forgetting: to 
_ adviſe them to liberality that they (the 


Prieſts) may more plentifully feed them- 
ſelves, and more eſpecially conſidering the 


Sacrilegious Practices (as he calls them) of 


ſome Gentlemen impropriators (l ſuppoſe) 


and poſſeſſors of the Churches lands, to you 
this muſt be ſpoken; I therefore ſhall leave 


ou to redreſs this grievance at a proper ſea- 


bon. The Quakers liketviſe may be ſquint- 


ed at for their awkardneſs in paying the 


Parſons dues. He adds Page 59, I hat thou 


* maylt Keep cloſe to thy Guide as long 


gas thou liveſt, and never change him, 
e if Gods providence doth not conſtrain - 


<< thee.” Thope1and my Readers will keep 
cloſe to our Spiritual Guide the Grace of 


God, and word of faith in the heartzwhich 


is the ſpirit of truth, and will guide into 
all truth when the Parſon goes Counter 


to it, and to this Guide I recommend my 


Readers, 4 
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